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CANTON,Miss. ——Nis-
san North America will
build a 1 million-square-
foot campus for its suppli-
ers just north of the com-
pany’s vehicle assembly
plant in centralMississip-
pi.

Gov. Phil Bryant and
Nissan officials spoke
Tuesday during a ground-
breaking ceremony Tues-
day near Canton. The
manufacturing plant
opened in 2003 and is
about 15 miles north of

Jackson, facingInterstate
55.Thenewsupplierpark,
which is scheduled to
open in phases in 2014 and
2015, will not be visible
from the interstate.

“Thank you, Nissan,
for believing it can be
Mississippi made,” Bry-
ant said in remarks to
about 100 people in the
field where the supplier
park will be built.

Earlier this year, Mis-
sissippi lawmakers ap-
proved a bill to allow the
Madison County Econom-
ic Development Author-
ity to use $100 million in

bonds toward construc-
tion of buildings to be
used by suppliers of the
Nissan plant.

Dan Bednarzyk, Nis-
san vice president for to-
tal delivered cost, said
Tuesday that the project
will support more than
800 jobs, including an ex-
pected 400 new supplier
jobs and 400 employees
that Nissan has hired
since June 1 in anticipa-
tion of the project.

“Today, Nissan begins
anexcitingnewchapter in
this state as we continue
our localization efforts in

the United States,” Bed-
narzyk said during the
ceremony. “This ground-
breaking event supports
our efforts to bring more
Nissan cars and trucks to
our plant inCanton,Miss.,
and all of that equates to
more Mississippi jobs as
well as investment.”

By 2015, 85 percent of
all Nissan vehicles sold in
the United States will be
built in North America,
Bednarzyk said. The cur-
rent figure is 69 percent.

Nissan said infrastruc-
ture improvements will
also be made within the

next three tosixmonths to
thecurrent supplier logis-
tics center building locat-
ed at the south end of the
manufacturing plant.

Nissan nowmakes sev-
en vehicles at the Canton
plant: the Armada and
Xterra SUVs, the Titan
and Frontier pickup
trucks, the NV van, and
the Altima and Sentra se-
dans. The company an-
nounced in January that it
would start making the
Murano crossover vehi-
cle in Canton in late 2014,
adding 400 jobs to its cur-
rent total of about 5,200.

Mississippi has given
Nissan incentives worth
more than $378 million.
One recent study places
the totalover timeatmore
than $1 billion including
tax breaks. Nissan has in-
vested about $2 billion at
the Canton site in the past
decade, Bryant said.

During the ground-
breaking ceremony Tues-
day, Bryant defended the
state’s practice of giving
incentives for economic
development projects,
saying they help create
jobs that improve the
quality of life.

Nissan building campus for suppliers
By Emily Wagster Pettus

Associated Press

stops at boutiques on
their outings so she
thought why not take a
“leap of faith” and
become one of the
places that would draw
shoppers looking for
styles not on the racks of
large department stores.

She chose an empty
space in a small strip
mall on a busy section of
U.S. Highway 171. The
opening coincided with
the closure of an ad-
jacent longtime business,
Rosewood, following the
retirement of its owner.
Rosewood also featured
limited clothing selec-
tions, but Graner’s cho-
sen styles are different.

Graner always has
had an eye on the latest
clothing trends and
noticed the popularity of
the vintage, relaxed
look. At Gypsy Wagon
Boutique, selections will
be limited. And once a
style sells out, that’s it.

“I may order a similar
style but in a different
color,” Graner said of her
goal to not saturate the
area with the same-
looking clothing. With
teachers at the nearby
North DeSoto schools
complex and her Stone-
wall neighbors as her
customer base, Graner
knew her best bet is to
keep her business of-
ferings “unique and
different.”

Sizes at Gypsy Wagon
Boutique range from
“tweens” to plus size
and range from lace-
trimmed shorts to long,
loose-fitting shirts to
maxi dresses. Most styles
tend to reflect everyday
wear, with some empha-
sis on outfits suited for
going out on the town
on Friday and Saturday
nights.

Moms and their pre-
teen daughters are
already becoming reg-
ular shoppers. That was
one of Graner’s goals,
given that her 11-year-
old daughter, MacKen-
zie, lends a hand at the
boutique by helping to
display clothing and
hand-making price tags
for each item.

“I want it to be fun,
too,” Graner said of the
family atmosphere.

Jewelry to compli-
ment the outfits also is
sold at Gypsy Wagon
Boutique.

Graner regularly
posts new merchandise
on the business Face-
book page, which makes
it convenient for shop-
pers unable to get to the
store to place online
orders.

“I’m going to keep
following the trends and
see where this goes,”
Graner said.

Gypsy
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

industry is theway the fu-
ture is going. If that
wasn’t the case, you
wouldn’t see that kind of
growth in the big box
stores.”

With a location on each
sideofRedRiver,Hamak-
er said her organic foods
and vitamin supplements
arestockedmoresparing-
ly at larger stores. And
when big store customers
can find those goods, she
said it’s because they
spent time searching doz-
ens of aisles.

SunshineHealth Foods
has helped Gladys East
supplement her dietary
habits, but the Haughton
residentsaysshestill only
does about one percent of
her shopping at the Bossi-
er City store.

“It has more to do with
finances than anything
else,” East said. “If I had

the finances, I would do
more shopping here.”

Hamaker said she
makes trips to a Dallas
Whole Foods Market to
see what’s in demand and
scout the store’s price
points.Her Shreveport lo-
cation,which is largerand
offers an in-store café,
generally supports a larg-
er percentage of custom-
ers’ shopping needs than
her Bossier City spot.

Maria Rodriguez, own-
er of ElNovillo carniceria
on Barksdale Boulevard,
also is seeing an expan-
sion in her clientele. As
word gets out, her cus-
tomer base has diversi-
fied from serving only
Bossier’s Hispanic popu-
lation.

“I’m trying to be a little
different than the Wal-
mart or the Super 1
(Foods),” Rodiguez said.
“They come to find the
meats you can’t find any-
where else or some spe-
cial fruits and vegeta-
bles.”

Her customers favor
buying in bulk, she said,
and order the goods they
need in advance which
can last them throughout
the month.

But customers at these
local stores still look to
major retailers for their
day-to-day needs.

Though Bethany has
it’s own local grocery
store on the Texas side of
town, Sabrina Hunt said
she only uses it to pick up
quick-stop items. If she’s
doing her bulk shopping,
it’s Walmart in Shreve-
port.

On Tuesday, she was
shopping at Bao Bao spe-
cifically for a dish she
plans to make and
couldn’t find the ingredi-
ents elsewhere.

KenThomas, a Shreve-
port resident, comes to
BaoBaoonceamonth just
for a few things. Other-
wise, it’s Brookshire’s.

“This is just a unique
place, and I like to come
here,” Thomas said.

Grocers
Continued from Page 1

NEW YORK — Sprint
Corp., the ailing No. 3 of
the U.S. wireless busi-
ness, has had the sur-
gery. Now it’s in for a
trying recovery period.

In the last few
months,Sprinthassolda
majority stake to Soft-
bank Corp. of Japan,
bought the failing Clear-
wire network and shut
down its ownNextel ser-
vice, which had dogged
its results for years.

Sprint is now racing
to make up for lost time.
With the help of Soft-
bank’s cash, it’s quadru-
pling its capital spend-
ing to make up for years
of underinvestment in
its network, which lags
those of competitors in
terms of data speed and
coverage. That’s good
for subscribers but not
necessarily good for in-
vestors who are exas-
perated with the compa-
ny’s 23 consecutive
quarters of losses.

Sprint feels pain of Nextel
close, widens 2Q loss

Associated Press
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St. Jude: Campus move rare for churches

Mike Wise, Office Administrator for St. Jude Catholic Church, led a group of parishioners through the new multi-mil-
lion dollar church campus in north Bossier Monday evening. This was the first time church members were allowed
in the construction site to see the project.
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Mon.-Thur. 11-9pm • Fri.-Sat. 11-10pm • 5863 Fairfield AvenueMon.-Thur. 11-9pm • Fri.-Sat. 11-10pm • 5863 Fairfield Avenue

Lunch Special!Lunch Special!
Mediterranean Shrimp Salad - $10

SH-1000429549

Ask Us About Our Money Saving

Shop us online. FREE Kitchen Planning, FREE Flooring &
Vinyl Window Estimates: www.surplus-warehouse.com

OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.- 5:30 p.m., Sat. 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

10% Off* or 12 Mo
Special Financing†

On your 1st Frequent Saver Club Card
Purchase. †On purchases of $599 or more. Prices good through August 10, 2013. Items and prices may vary by location. Prices subject to

change. Quantities are limited. Not responsible for errors. *See store or web site for details.

Flooring Windows Doors

GUARANTEED
LOWEST PRICE*

Build More. Spend Less.

Kitchens Baths

G
U
A
R
A
N
T
E
E
D

L
O
W
E
S
T

P
R
I
C
E

Only

Cut Pile
Frieze
Carpet

Alexandria Grand
Slam Tweed

77¢
sq. ft.

Only

Castellon
Beige

Ceramic
Tile

Only

Save 22%
Their Price: $8.99 ea.

Ivory
Roman

Travertine
Mosaic

699
ea

Only

Save 16%
Their Price: $209.00 ea.

Lavatory
Top

22”x61” White,
Single-Bowl

17600
ea

Only

Stainless
Steel Sink Kit

5 Pc ‘Value Pack’ 8”
Deep Double Bowl Sink,
Faucet, Spray & Baskets

17900
ea

Only

Save 17%
Their Price: $34.99 ea.

Lavatory
Faucet

Single-Handle
Chrome w/Pop-up

2897
ea

Only

Kitchen
Faucet

Twin Handle High
Arch with Spray,
Brushed Nickel

6995
ea

Only

Mini Blind
Door Unit
32” Exterior Door Unit
with 1/2 Mini Blind

Insert.
Items and prices may vary by location.

25995
ea

Only

Save 15%
Their Price: $106.00 ea.

Vinyl
Windows

23.5” X 35.5” Vinyl Single-Hung
Window With Internal Grids
(Other sizes are available)

9000
ea

10’x10’ Branden Cabinets
15” base, 21” base, 24” base, 36” sink base, 36” blind corner,
15”x30” wall, 21”x30” wall, 24”x30” wall, (2) 30”x15” walls,

36”x30” wall, 24”x30” diagonal. Total price $1987.00.

Only

lin. ft.

Onlyy

ft.llllinlinlinin fff. fttt10000

Only

Save 32%
Their Price: 99¢ sq. ft.
Noce Como
Laminate

67¢
sq. ft.

Only

Save 35%
Their Price: $2.98 sq. ft.
Matte Gloss
Laminate

Only

Save 20%
Their Price: $2.27 sq. ft.
Fireside Oak

Laminate

Only

Save 22%
Their Price: $1.39 sq. ft.
Rosewood
Laminate

195
189109

sq. ft. sq. ft.
sq. ft.

Only

Save 22%
Their Price: $49.98 ea.

Curved
Shower Rod
60”-72” Dark Bronze,

Without Rings

3899
ea

7mm Thick 8mm Thick 12mm Thick

12.3mm Thick

MINI BLIND

Delivery Within
2-4 Weeks

Cultured
Marble

12”x12” 12”x12”12’ Wide

112
sq. ft.

Starting At

ea

SStarting AtStaarting Att

ea36900
Save $100

Their Price: $469.00 ea.

36” Neoangle
Shower Unit
Begonia 36” With

Soho Glass, Includes
Glass Enclosure,
Base & Walls.

Frameless Door.

2706 Mackey Lane, Shreveport
(318) 671-7404

SH-1000433519
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Bulletin items must be typed and
received by 5 p.m. Monday the
week of publication. Send to
Deb Lyles at dyles@gannett.com,
fax to (318) 459-3301 or mail to
The Times religion news, 222
Lake St., Shreveport, LA 71101.

EVENTS
SOUTH BOSSIER BAPTIST
CHURCH, 1155 Sligo Road,
Bossier City: 6 p.m. today,
Women’s Conference with
speaker Eva Piper. There will be a
reception, and Piper will sign
copies of her new book “AWalk
Through the Dark.”
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
CHURCH, 275 Southfield
Road, Shreveport: 7 p.m.
Saturday, family movie night
with a twin feature and snacks.
MOUNT CHAPELMISSIONARY
BAPIST CHURCH, 4034 Flora
Ave., Shreveport: 5 p.m. Sat-
urday, deacons ordination
service for Stacey Brooks and
Ernest Patterson with the Rev.
Clarence Rice, pastor.

NEW ELIZABETHMISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH, 2332 Jew-
ella Ave., Shreveport: 7 p.m.
Monday-Wednesday, summer
revival with guest speaker the
Rev. J.L. Franklin, Lake Charles.
PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST
CHURCH, 4670 Lakeshore
Drive, Shreveport: 7 p.m.
Monday-Wednesday, annual
summer revival with guest
evangelist the Rev. David Hoey,
pastor, RhemaWordWorship
Center. Intercessory prayer will
begin at 6:45 p.m.
PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST
CHURCH, 110 Linton Road,
Benton: 7 p.m. Monday-Friday,
Revival with guest evangelist the
Rev. James Hall, Springhill Baptist
Church, Ruston.
ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH,
12008 Providence Road,
Shreveport: 6:30 p.m. Monday-
Thursday, annual summer revival
with guest evangelist the Bishop
Jerry Maiden, pastor, Church of
the Living God.

SPECIAL SERVICES
FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH,
1085 Oak Grove Lane, Forb-
ing: 2:30 p.m. Sunday, 12th
honorarium for the Rev. and
Mrs. Gregory Smith with special
guest the Rev. Handy Giles,
pastor, St. Mary Baptist Church
and Paradise Baptist Church.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
CEDAR GROVE, 6906 Hen-
derson Ave., Shreveport: 2:30
p.m. Sunday, 125th church
anniversary with guest speaker
the Rev. Roosevelt Seaberry,
Union Spring Baptist Church.
UNION STAR BAPTIST CHURCH,
600W. 65th St., Shreveport: 2
p.m. Sunday, 60th church anni-
versary with the Rev. C.E. McLain
and Little Union Baptist Church.

SPECIAL SERVICES
NEWMACEDONIA BAPTIST
CHURCH, 9123 Hood St.,
Shreveport: 5 p.m. Sunday,
SecondMusician’s Love Day for
John Miles hosted by the Rev.
Larry Allen Sr.

BULLETIN

Centering prayer is
focus of workshop

St. ElizabethAnnSeton
Catholic Church will host
an introductoryworkshop
on centering prayer from
1to 5:30p.m.Aug.10 at the
Burleigh Center, next to
the church, 522 E. Flour-
noy-Lucas Road in
Shreveport.

Centering prayer is a
method of silent prayer,
rooted in the Christian
contemplative tradition,
which seeks to open peo-
ple to thepresenceandac-
tion of the Holy Spirit.

The workshop will be
presented by Contempla-
tive Outreach of Shreve-
port-Bossier with Alan
Prater, commissioned
presenter.

Pre-registration is re-
quested. For more infor-
mation, contact Cathy
Cobb at SEAS at (318) 798-
1887; or Alan Prater at
(318) 797-8721.

Make $20 check paya-
ble toComtemplativeOut-
reach of Shreveport-
Bossier City, mail to
SEAS,AnnaProvenza,522
E. Flournoy-Lucas Road,
Shreveport, LA 71115.

Powerful Journey
brings conference

The 2013 Powerful
JourneyWomen’s Confer-
ence will be held from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday at
the Hilton Garden Inn,
5971 Financial Plaza in
Shreveport.

The conference is de-
signed to get people
fueled up with practical
ways that will motivate
them to keep reaching to-
ward their life purpose,
dreams and goals, fo-
cused up with proven
strategies and tools that
will equip and empower
them to finish what they
started and fired up with
confidence, courage and a
personal commitment to
shine for Jesus in their
personal life, business
and beyond.

Register online at
http://powerfuljourney.
launchtrack.com/resiter/
2013-power-journey-
women-s-conference-
shreveport or mail pay-
ment to The Powerful
Journey Organization,
P.O.Box250941,Plano,TX
75025.

General registration
$30, seniors (65 and older)
$25 and vendors $50.

There will be give-
aways, book signings and
more. Foremore informa-
tion, email phyllis@phyl-
lisjenkins.com call (214)
621-2802.

—Deb Lyles
dlyles@shreveport

times.com

BRIEFLY

CULLMAN, Ala. — An
Alabama school superin-
tendent denies that the
system is sponsoring a
“prayer caravan” event
that’s drawn complaints
from an atheist group.

Cullman County
School Superintendent

Billy Coleman is also a
pastor, and he has helped
promote the event.

The Wisconsin-based
Freedom From Religion
Foundation still opposes
the prayer event, which
is set for Aug. 10.

Christians plan to
gather at each Cullman
County school that day

for prayer sessions be-
fore the opening of the
academic year.

A lawyer for the Free-
dom fromReligionFoun-
dation, Andrew Seidel,
said Cullman schools
regularly promote reli-
gion to students despite
laws separating church
and state.

Ala. school system denies
link to ‘prayer caravan’

Associated Press

BREVARD, N.C. — The
popular hymn “In
Christ Alone” won’t ap-
pear in the new hymnal
of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) be-
cause hymn writers
Keith Getty and Stuart
Townend refused to
change the lyrics.

Mary Louise Bringle-
said some committee
members objected to the
line that says, “On that
cross as Jesus died, the
wrath of God was satis-
fied.” She said theyasked
Getty and Townend if the
lyric could be changed to
say “the love of God was
magnified.” The hymn
writers wouldn’t allow it.

Hymn writers won’t change
lyric for Presbyterians

Associated Press
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SH-1000435549

and Gastroenterology Associates
DAVID A. SCOTT, MD

are pleased to announce the affiliation of

B.S., Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA
M.D., Louisiana State University School of Medicine, Shreveport, LA

Residency, Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center, New Orleans, LA
Fellowship, Gastroenterology, Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center,

New Orleans, LA

WKPierremontHealthCenter
8001 Youree Drive, Suite 540, Shreveport

(318) 212-3787
The doctors welcome new patients to the practice and accept most insurance plans.

SH-1000436379

B.S., University of Science andTechnology, College of Health Sciences, School of Medical Sciences, Ghana
M.B. ChB,University of Science andTechnology, College of Health Sciences, School of Medical Sciences, Ghana

Pediatric Residency, Sinai Children’s Hospital, Mount Sinai Medical Center, Chicago, IL
Fellowship, Pediatric Gastroenterology, Nutrition and Hepatology, Children’s Hospital of New Orleans,

LSUHSC, New Orleans, LA

Willis-Knighton South
Physician Center, Suite 101

2508 Bert Kouns Industrial Loop, Shreveport

(318) 212-5858
wkpgis.com

SH-1000436384

Own 60 Acres
for a 40 Acre
price/payment

$0 Down, $198/mo.
Near El Paso, Texas

Money Back Guarantee
No Credit Checks

Call Today 800-843-7537
www.texaslandbuys.com

20 Acres FREE!

SH-1000436893

A Mississippi judge
Friday will consider the
request of a county coro-
ner to exhume the body of
an unidentified woman
killed there 15 years ago
to determine if a link ex-
ists with one of two miss-
ing persons cases in Loui-
siana, including the disap-
pearance of a Red River
Parish woman.

Hancock County Coro-
ner JimFaulk told the Sea
Coast Echo, a Bay St. Lou-
is, Miss., newspaper,
Thursday that new leads
prompted him to ask 3rd
Circuit Judge Lisa Dod-
son to approve the exhu-
mation for DNA testing.

Faulk told the newspa-
per he has been contacted
over the past year by sev-
eral groups looking into
missing persons cases.
That led to the discovery
ofsimilarities in the“Jane
Doe”whodied in thecoun-
ty of a hit-and-run acci-
dent in1998 and twomiss-
ing Louisiana women,
Faye Aline Self, of Coush-
atta, and Nelda Louise
Hardwick, of Lake
Charles.

Louisiana State Police
investigators have taken
notice, too, and in March,
Troop G’sMaster Trooper
Michael Allen filed an af-
fidavit in support of the
exhumation. Allen has
been investigating Self’s
disappearancesince2004.

Self, 26, was last seen
March 30, 1983, at the
WagonWheel, a once pop-
ular bar and hangout on
state Highway 1 north of
Armistead. She told
friends she had to pick up
her young child. Her
lockedcar,withanewpair
of shoes inside, was found

in the parking lot the next
morning. She was de-
clared dead in 1991.

Hardwickwas 24when
she went missing Oct. 14,
1993. She left a note to her
live-in boyfriend saying
she was going to the store
but never returned.

Two self-professed se-
rial killers,HenryLeeLu-
cas and Robert Browne,
of Coushatta, took credit
at different times for
Self’s death. Neither one
of the men’s stories could
be corroborated.

In 2011, a cold case vol-
unteer inOhiowhowasre-
viewing information sub-
mitted to the National
Missing and Unidentified
Persons System contact-
ed Allen about similar-
ities in the description of
Self and the unnamed
woman killed in Hancock
County, Miss., according
to Allen’s affidavit.

He learned the Missis-
sippi woman was killed
May8,1998,when shewas
struck by a vehicle on In-
terstate 10. She had no
identification and was
buried in a pauper ceme-
tery.

Faulk took note of the
“striking similarities” be-
tween the three women.
Allwere of similar height,
weight, hair color and eye
color. Self and the uniden-
tified woman also wore
dentures, had hysterecto-
my scars and were smok-
ers.

Blood and tissue sam-
ples of the unidentified
woman had been on file
with the medical examin-

er’s office but were de-
stroyed duringHurricane
Katrina in 2005. Louisiana
State Police have DNA
samples from Self’s and
Hardwick’s families from
which to do a comparison
to the Jane Doe once the
remains are exhumed.

“The conventional be-
lief, since her disappear-
ance, has been that Self
was the victim of a homi-
cide, but there is evidence
that Self had contemplat-

ed running away before
she disappeared. Petition-
er feels that it is reason-
able to believe that Self
could have left Red River
Parish in 1983 on her own
accord and chose to sever
all communication with
her family. Self’s medical
diagnosis that she suf-
fered from depression
plausibly could have con-
tributed to her decision to
leave without notifying
family members,” Allen
wrote in his affidavit.

DNAtestingshouldnot
take long to complete.

“Someone out there is
missing a loved one, and
that bothers me,” Faulk
told the Sea Coast Echo.

Exhumation sought for links to missing women
By Vickie Welborn

vwelborn@shreveporttimes.com
“Someone out there is missing a loved one,
and that bothers me.”
JIM FAULK,
Hancock County, Miss., coroner

An investigation into
alleged abuse that oc-
curred at a Shreveport
fire station continues
while a Shreveport fire-
fighter is behind bars.

Shreveport police are
investigating alleged
criminal activity that oc-
curred at the fire station
in the3400blockofVelva
Street.

Derrick N. Harris, 50,
of the 2100 block of Free-
water Street, was arrest-
ed Friday on warrants
charging himwith cruel-
ty to the infirmed and
principal to prostitution.

He was booked into
the Shreveport City Jail
on$105,000bondandwas
later transferred to Cad-
do Correctional Center.

Shreveport police As-
sistant to the Chief Bill
Goodinwouldnotrelease
anydetails of the investi-
gation, which began in
July after the depart-
ment received a com-
plaint, as it remains
“very much active and
ongoing.”

Goodin did say addi-
tional arrests may be
forthcoming.

Harris, a 23-year vet-
eran of the department,
was placed on paid ad-
ministrative leave Fri-

day before his arrest,
said Fred Sanders, fire
department spokesman.
He will remain on leave
pending an internal in-
vestigation into alleged
policy violations.

Cruelty to the in-
firmed carries a penalty
ofup toa$10,000 fineand
up to 10 years in prison.

According to Louisi-
ana Revised Statutes, if
theactwasintentional,at
least one year of the sen-
tenced shall be served
without the benefit of
probation, parole or sus-
pension of sentence.

According to statutes,
a principal in a crime is
considered a person who
aids and abets in the
commissionofacrimeor
directly or indirectly
counsels or procures an-
other to commit the
crime.

Firefighter
faces charges
of cruelty

Derrick N. Harris, a
Shreveport firefighter, was
jailed Friday after being
charged with cruelty to
the infirmed and prinicipal
to prostitution. SPECIAL TO
THE TIMES

Harris also
accused of
prostitution

By Kristi Johnston
kristijohnston@gannett.com



NEWS

BOSSIER PRESS-TRIBUNE | Wednesday, August 14, 2013 | 3

Continued from Page 2
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  
August 15, 2013 
 
CONTACT:  Leah Hogan 
1‐877‐280‐8774 
lhogan@hawthorneagency.com 
  

DOTD to Host Public Meeting for Proposed Red River Bridge Improvements   
 
WHAT:  A public meeting to discuss the Environmental Assessment for the proposed upgrade to a 
portion of Jimmie Davis Highway (LA 511) to improve the crossing of the Red River 
 
WHEN:  August 15, 2013, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.  
 
WHERE:  Barksdale Baptist Church, 1714 Jimmie Davis Highway, Bossier City, LA   
 
WHO:  Hosted by the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development 
 
MORE INFO:  The purpose of the meeting is to present the status of the proposed project and to solicit 
comments from the public.  The meeting will be conducted in open house format and include stations 
where attendees can speak informally with members of the project team, view project area displays, 
and review known environmental issues. 
 
All interested citizens are invited and encouraged to attend the public meeting.  Comments and 
suggestions are needed to help ensure that the project team addresses the full range of environmental 
issues during the EA study process.  Both verbal and written comments will be received at the meeting.  
All comments must include the commenter’s name and address.  Comments will also be accepted until 
August 25, 2013 via the following methods:   

Mail 
Red River Bridge at Jimmie Davis Highway EA 

P.O. Box 56845 
New Orleans, LA  70156 

Email 
comments@redriverbridgeea.com 

Phone 
1‐877‐280‐8774 

                          
### 
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PUBLIC MEETING 
 

August 15, 2013 

6:00– 8:00 PM 

Barksdale Baptist Church 

1714 Jimmie Davis Highway 

Bossier City, LA 71112. 

 
 

Welcome to the Open House Public Meeting for the Jimmie Davis Bridge 
Environmental Assessment. 

There are four (4) stations for you to visit: 

1. Sign-in:  Please sign –in at the entrance where you will receive your 
handout and can sign –up to speak with the court reporter.  It also is the 
best place to leave your comment sheet if you wish to comment in writing 
this evening. 

2. PowerPoint Presentation:  The presentation will run continuously.  It will 
give more information than is found in the handout. 

3. Map Tables:  Maps showing the four alternative design concepts that were 
developed in 2009 during the Stage 0 Feasibility Study are located on 
tables for you to review.  Engineering and environmental staff will be at 
these tables to answer your questions and discuss any issue that you may 
have with the project. 

4. Court Reporter:  If you wish to make a verbal comment on the record, you 
may visit the court reporter who will record your comments. 

Thank you for attending this meeting. 

 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
RED RIVER BRIDGE AT JIMMIE DAVIS HIGHWAY 

ROUTE LA 511 
BOSSIER AND CADDO PARISHES 

STATE PROJECT NO. H.001779   FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. STP-0800(507) 
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Introduction 
The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) has 
proposed to upgrade a portion of Jimmie Davis Highway (LA 511) to improve the 
crossing of the Red River. The project area extends from East Dixie Meadow Road 
in Caddo Parish to Barksdale Boulevard (US 71) in Bossier Parish. Commensurate 
with the development of Line and Grade studies, an Environmental Assessment 
(EA) will be prepared for the project. EA documentation will be consistent with the 
Federal Highway Administration's Environmental Impact and Related Procedures 
(23 CFR Part 771) in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA). Delivery of the Draft EA is anticipated in 2014. 
 
Existing Conditions: 
The existing bridge has two 12 foot lanes with no safety shoulders.  The approach 
on the west is a 5-lane roadway with four 12-foot lanes, a 14-foot center lane, and 8-
foot shoulders.  The approach on the west is a 5-lane roadway with four 11-foot 
lanes, an 11-foot center lane, and 8-foot shoulders. 
 
Land use along the corridor includes primarily suburban residential areas of Caddo 
and Bossier Parishes. Other uses include the Centurytel Center, Cornerstone 
Hospital, Colonial Oaks Guest Care Center, the Arthur Ray Teague Parkway, the 
Clyde Fant Parkway, and scattered commercial uses along LA 511, especially near 
the intersection of Barksdale Boulevard (US 71). 
 

Proposed Action: 
The proposed action by the DOTD will involve developing a crossing of the Red River at 
LA 511 that provides two 12-foot travel lanes in each direction, preferably with 4-foot 
inside shoulders and 8-foot outside shoulders, and a shared use trail that connects the 
existing trails in Arthur Ray Teague Parkway and Clyde Fant Parkway.  
 
Alternatives: 
The EA will study three alternatives that will include: 
 The construction of a new crossing for traffic in both directions and for the shared 

use trail, and 
 The use of the existing bridge for either eastbound traffic or the shared use trail and 

a new bridge for the other movements. 
 
Alternatives 4, 5, 5a, and 6 were found feasible in the Stage 0 Feasibility Study 
completed in 2009.  These alternatives have been refined to reflect the new 5-lane 
section on LA 511, the extension of the Arthur Ray Teague Parkway, and the new exit 
ramps from LA 511 to the Arthur Ray Teague Parkway.  The alternatives are illustrated 
in this packet. 
 
Based on the comments received at this Public Meeting and on new traffic counts and 
new traffic projections to 2036, these alternatives will be refined further and a new fifth 
alternative will be considered prior to the selection of the three to be studied in this EA. 
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Potential Effects of Project: 
Depending on the selected alignment and roadway typical section, additional right-of-
way may be required at potential interchange locations and for construction of the 
shared use trail. Associated relocations may be required in conjunction with right-of-way 
requirements. Wetlands, wildlife habitat, cultural resources, and other environmental 
conditions may be affected.   
 
The intent of an EA is to determine that no resources are significantly affected.  If a 
significant effect is found, an Environmental Impact Statement will be initiated. 
 
Purpose and Need: 
An integral part of all NEPA projects is the development of the Purpose and Need for 
the project.  On the next two pages, you will find a copy of the Draft Purpose and Need.  
Please review carefully and give us any comments that you may have.  The Purpose 
and Need is finalized only after review and comment by you and the state and federal 
agencies with n interest in the project have made their comments. 
 
How to Comment: 
 
All comments must include the name and address of the commenter. 
 
Tonight  - 

– By giving a statement to the Court Reporter or 

– By filling out the comment sheet on the last page of this meeting handout and 
giving it to a staff member 

Later, but no later than August 25, 2013 –  
– By e-mail to comments@redriverbridgeea.com or 

– By US Postal Service, postmarked by the deadline to: 

Red River Bridge at Jimmie Davis Highway EA 
P.O. Box 56845 
New Orleans, LA 70156 

 
If you have questions - 

- Call 1 (877) 280-8774 
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DRAFT PURPOSE and NEED 

Project Purpose 

The purpose of the proposed action is  

 to increase the vehicle capacity of the crossing of the Red River at Jimmie Davis Highway 
(LA 511) to at least level of service (LOS) C;  

 to provide a safe river crossing for bicycles and pedestrian traffic; and  
 to replace, or extend the life of, an aging bridge structure. 

Project Needs 

Traffic*  

 The 2009 Average Daily Traffic (ADT) of 27,679 vehicles using the existing 2-lane 
bridge is expected to increase by 2036.  To provide a minimum Level of Service 
(LOS) of C, two lanes in each direction are necessary.  

 In 2009 the signalized intersection of Jimmie Davis Highway and Centurytel Center 
Drive / Zach Avenue at the bottom of a five percent grade on the east bridge 
approach had a LOS D in the AM Peak and LOS F in the PM Peak.   

 The existing bridge creates a capacity constraint on the LA 511 corridor because it is 
a two lane link in what is otherwise a 5-lane roadway extending 5.35 miles between 
LA 523 and Barksdale Boulevard (US 71). 

Accommodations for Bicycle and Pedestrian Travel 

As indicated in regional and local plans, the community supports a connection between 
the Clyde Fant Trail and the Arthur Ray Teague Trail, which terminate on either side of 
the Red River in the vicinity of LA 511. Currently, there is no provision for bicycles or 
pedestrians to cross the river at this location.   

 The Northwest Louisiana Long Range Transportation Plan Update 2009-2030 
Northwest Louisiana Council of Governments (NLCOG) includes the project 
engineering in the Short Range Program (FY 2013-2015) and the project 
construction in the Long Range Program (FY 2016 – 2030).  The project is described 
as LA 511 (Jimmie Davis Highway) Red River crossing - New 4-lane bridge structure 
with Bicycle Pedestrian facilities.  

 The Bossier City Comprehensive Plan (2002) states: Throughout the public 
involvement process, several recommendations were made for additional pedestrian 
facilities including:  

• Pedestrian crossing over the Red River  

• Connect a bike trail over to Shreveport: Jimmy Davis Bridge  

 The Shreveport-Caddo 2030 Master Plan (2010) states: A safe and attractive 
pedestrian and bicycling network integrated with vehicle transportation. 

• Support a “Complete Streets” policy that provides roadway space for 
bicycles, pedestrians, automobiles and transit vehicles and integrates 
greenway and off-road bicycle routes with the roadway system. 

• Integrate pedestrian networks and bikeways into the development of public 
spaces and link community destinations through on and off-street facilities. 
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Safety  

Structural:  

The existing bridge is 45 years old and is showing signs of aging, including corrosion 
of steel members, erosion of the embankment, and cracks and spalling to the 
abutment walls and the deck.  

Operating:  

 The existing 2-lane bridge does not have shoulders, sidewalks, or bicycle lanes.  

Access to Traffic Generators and Transportation Improvements 

The location of the Centurytel Center near the east approach of the bridge and the 
following recently completed and future projects are anticipated to increase traffic 
demand at the eastern approach.  

Recent roadway improvements include construction of a 5-lane section along LA 511 
from the bridge to Barksdale Boulevard (US 71), an extension of the 4-lane Arthur 
Ray Teague Parkway to the intersection of Barksdale Boulevard (US 71) and Sligo 
Road (LA 612), and exit ramps from both eastbound and westbound Jimmie Davis 
Highway to the Arthur Ray Teague Parkway.   

*The ADT volume will be revised and the levels of service are subject to change following 
the traffic counts and analysis beginning in late August 2013. 
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Welcome to the Public Meeting on the Environmental Assessment g
of the Red River Bridge on Jimmie Davis Highway, LA 511 in 
Bossier Parish.

This recorded presentation provides an overview of planning 
undertaken to date and the work to be undertaken over the next 9 
months. The presentation lasts approximately minutes.months.  The presentation lasts approximately _ minutes.

1



This is an outline of the Project Delivery Process that is used j y
by the DOTD to carry a project forward from initial feasibility 
through environmental clearance, design, construction and 
operation.  Please take a moment to review the process 
(pause). 

Stage 0 was completed in 2009. We are now beginningStage 0 was completed in 2009. We are now beginning 
Stage 1 which will select an alternative design concept and 
conduct the Environmental Assessment.  The concepts in 
this presentation are the four alternatives that were found to 
be feasible in Stage 0 and that have been updated to reflect 
the  surrounding roadway improvements that have been 
completed since 2009. Your comments regarding these 
alternatives will help us determine how to proceed with the project. 
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The Environmental Assessment tasks are intended toThe Environmental Assessment tasks are intended to

Establish a Project Purpose and NeedEstablish a Project Purpose and Need

Forecast Traffic and  Level of Service (LOS) for the implementation year (2016) the Forecast Traffic and  Level of Service (LOS) for the implementation year (2016) the 
Design Year (2036) Design Year (2036) 

Investigate Design Concepts that support the Purpose and Need  Investigate Design Concepts that support the Purpose and Need  

Conduct an Environmental Assessment in accordance with the National Conduct an Environmental Assessment in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to assure that there are no significant impacts. Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to assure that there are no significant impacts. 
and and 

Estimate  Probable Costs for Construction, RightEstimate  Probable Costs for Construction, Right--ofof--way, and professional feesway, and professional fees



The Project  Area extends along LA 511 from its intersection with East Dixie 
Meadow Road in Caddo Parish across the Red River to its intersection withMeadow Road in Caddo Parish, across the Red River, to its intersection with 
Barksdale Boulevard, US 71, in Bossier Parish. 
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A draft purpose and need  statement was prepared during the Stage 0.  The 
purpose has been refined to include an increase in traffic capacity, a safe river 
crossing for bicycles and pedestrians, and a decision of the future use or 
replacement of the existing bridge.  The Needs will be discussed on the following 
slides. The Purpose and Need will be further refined based on your comments .  A 
complete copy is found in your handout.  



The 2008 Average Daily Traffic (ADT) of 27,679 vehicles using the existing 2-lane 
bridge is expected to increase by 2036.  To provide a minimum of level of service C, 
two lanes in each direction are required.  Level of service is expressed by letters 
with A being free flow and F being gridlock.

In 2009 the signalized intersection of Jimmie Davis Highway and Centurytel Center 
Drive / Zach Avenue at the bottom of a five percent grade on the east bridge 
approach had LOS D in the AM Peak and LOS F in the PM Peak.  

The existing bridge creates a capacity constraint on the LA 511 corridor because it 
is a two lane link in what is otherwise a 5-lane roadway extending 5.35 miles 
between LA 523 and Barksdale Boulevard (US 71).
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Regional and local plans support a connection of the Clyde Fant Trail and the Arthur
Ray Teague Trail to provide a river crossing for bicycles or pedestrians.

The Northwest Louisiana Long Range Transportation Plan Update 
2009-2030 describes this project as LA 511 (Jimmie Davis Highway) 
Red River crossing - New 4-lane bridge structure with Bicycle 
Pedestrian facilities. 

C C ( ) fThe Bossier City Comprehensive Plan (2002) calls for

Pedestrian crossing over the Red River 

Connect a bike trail over to Shreveport: Jimmie Davis Bridge 

The Shreveport-Caddo 2030 Master Plan (2010) calls for

A “Complete Streets” policy that provides roadway space forA Complete Streets  policy that provides roadway space for 
bicycles, pedestrians, automobiles and transit vehicles and 
integrates greenway and off-road bicycle routes with the roadway 
system.

Integrated pedestrian networks and bikeways in the development 
of public spaces and linking community destinations through on p p g y g
and off-street facilities.
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Read slide
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Read slide
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In 2008 the existing 2 lane bridge carried 27,679 vehicles per day.  By 2030 this was 
projected to rise to 37,839 vehicles per day.  This study will include new traffic 
counts and projections to 2016 and  2036

To provide a minimum level of service of C, a four lane bridge is necessary.  

Also, the traffic signal at the intersection of Jimmie Davis Highway and Centurytel 
Center Drive creates a bottleneck.  Improvement of this intersection would offer a 
significant benefit to the traffic on Jimmie Davis Highway.



Read slide
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Of all the alternatives, Alternative 4 results in the smallest number ,
of changes in existing facilities.   Concept includes:

A new bridge parallel to the existing bridge on the north side

removal of the existing bridge, 

signal modifications at Centurytel Center Drive,

and 

the now completed ramps from Jimmie Davis Highway to the 
extension of Arthur Ray Teague Parkway,



This map of the east side highlights the advantages and disadvantages identified in the 
Stage 0 studyStage 0 study

Advantages

Utilizes or retains most of the surrounding planned projects

Based on the Stage 0 estimates, it has the lowest cost at $77 million of 
the alternatives that remove the existing bridge

N dditi l ROW i dNo additional ROW required.

Shortest duration of construction.

Does not require a frontage road to provides access to Zack Road and 
the businesses on the south side

And the

Disadvantages

the Centurytel Center Drive intersection remains open

Sequence of construction on east side to complete new bridge would 
require temporary closure of crossing

No direct access from Arthur Ray Teague Parkway to Jimmie Davis

13

No direct access from Arthur Ray Teague Parkway to Jimmie Davis 
Highway.

One-way ramps to Arthur Ray Teague Parkway could encourage wrong 
way traffic on ramps



Alternative 5 provides a complete interchange with Arthur Ray Teague 
Parkway and maintains access to adjacent businessesParkway and maintains access to adjacent businesses. 

Concept includes:

A new bridge parallel to the existing bridge 

removal of the existing bridge, 

removal of the signalized intersection at Centurytel Center Drive, and 

A full interchange between the Jimmie Davis Highway and the extension ofA full interchange between the Jimmie Davis Highway and the extension of 
Arthur Ray Teague Parkway.
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This map of the east side highlights the 

Advantages

Provides full interchange with Arthur Ray Teague Parkway

Eliminates intersection at Centurytel Center Drive

Can be built without sequence of construction issues.

And the

Disadvantages

Based on Stage 0 estimates it has the second highest cost at $91.7 million

Requires additional ROW for a new road to provide access to the 
businesses on south side

15



Alternative 5A is to provides a complete interchange with Arthur Ray Teague 
Parkway, maintains access to adjacent businesses, and utilizes the existing bridge. 
Concept includes:

A new bridge parallel to the existing bridge for westbound traffic 

The existing bridge would be used for eastbound traffic resulting in the most use of 
existing facilities

Removal of the signalized intersection at Centurytel Center Drive andRemoval of the signalized intersection at Centurytel Center Drive, and 

A full interchange between the Jimmie Davis Highway and the extension of Arthur 
Ray Teague Parkway.



This map of the east side highlights the 

Advantages

Provides full interchange with Arthur Ray Teague Parkway

Eliminates intersection at Centurytel Center Drive

Can be built without sequence of construction issues as existing bridge 
would operate until new bridge is completed

The lowest cost of all alternatives at $58 9 millionThe lowest cost of all alternatives at $58.9 million

And the

Disadvantages

Additional ROW is required.

Requires a new road to provide access to the businesses on south side

17



Alternative 6 provides a complete interchange with Arthur Ray Teague 
Parkway Concept includes:Parkway.   Concept includes:

A new bridge parallel to the existing bridge 

removal of the existing bridge, 

removal of the traffic signal at Centurytel Center Drive, and 

18



This map of the east side highlights the 

Ad tAdvantages

Provides full interchange with Arthur Ray Teague Parkway

Can accommodate a partial intersection with Centurytel 
Center Drive

And theAnd the

Disadvantages

The highest cost project at $129.3 million.

Intersections of ramps with Arthur Ray Teague Parkway are 
closer than desirable

Requires additional ROW a new road to provide access to 
the businesses on south side

19



All four concepts include a shared pedestrian and bicycle trail separated from 
automobile traffic  to connect the existing shared trails on either side of the river. 

The path will separate from the bridge before crossing either Clyde Fant Parkway in 
Shreveport, shown here, or the Arthur Ray Teague Parkway in Bossier City. 

On the west, the Clyde Fant rail  would follow an old levee south of the existing 
trailhead.  

On the east the Arthur Ray Teague trail would parallel the Parkway to the existingOn the east, the Arthur Ray Teague trail would parallel  the Parkway to the existing 
trail head across the Parkway from the Centurytel Center.  

The elevated sections of the trail  will be fenced to protect the users.



This table from the Stage 0 report presents the construction cost estimates for the 
concepts in 2008  dollars.

Roadway costs for each alternative were developed based on the unit costs posted on 
unit price list. On the DOTD website  

Square foot cost estimates for the bridge structure are based on the Red River bridge 
at Coushatta.  It is assumed that the new bridge will not be a truss bridge, and these 
costs also assume further that the span will be steel, but other design options will be 
investigated

No escalation was added to the unit prices. 

While these costs will change based on work recently completed, new design details, 
and the passage of time, they provide a comparison of the relative costs among the 
Stage 0 alternatives.  These costs do not reflect  the refinements to the alternatives 
based on the recently completed work.
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Read from slide
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Bossier Parish contains three protected species.  

The Louisiana Natural Heritage Program lists the Interior Least Tern, pictured here, and 
the Bald Eagle as endangered.  

The Red-cockaded Woodpecker is listed as endangered by both the state and US Fish 
and Wildlife Service.

A limited field investigation identified two areas of positive indicators for possible 
threatened or endangered species habitat along both banks of the Red River.

23



The National Wetland Inventory indicated no federally-designated wetlands in the 
Project Area. 

Based on the review of additional data, seven areas with positive indicators of 
hydrophytic vegetation and/or wetland hydrology have been identified and are shown 
here with red hatch.  

24



One area of high probability for prehistoric sites was found in the Project Area.  All other 
areas within the Project Area have a low probability of prehistoric sites.

Architectural research and the windshield survey indicated that no structures are 
eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

However, as the Jimmie Davis Bridge itself is approaching 50 years of age, its eligibility 
for listing will be determined.

25



Based on a review of FEMA Flood Insurance Rating Maps, most of the project area is in 
Flood Zone X, as shown with dots, an area of minimal flooding.  The area closer to the 
ri er in Flood Zone A the 100 ear flood plain is sho n in crosshatchriver, in Flood Zone A , the 100-year flood plain, is shown in crosshatch.
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A review of records indicates 10 facilities listed on various databases in the project 
area.  An additional 4 facilities for which no data was available were identified from a 

indshield s r e All 14 facilities ere identified as locations of potential concern andwindshield survey.  All 14 facilities were identified as locations of potential concern and 
warrant further investigation.  This slide shows the locations of EPA Properties of 
Interest   
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DOTD  has established noise abatement criteria for different types of activities.  

Category B for the exterior of residences was used for the Stage 0 analysis. 

DOTD Noise Policy states that Category B receptors are impacted if:

The predicted future traffic noise level equals or exceeds a one hour equivalent 
sound level of 66dBA or

the predicted noise level increases by 10dBA or more over the existing level in the 
one hour equivalentone hour equivalent.

During Stage 0 the  noise levels were predicted to range from 57dBA to 63dBA. 
Therefore no noise abatement measures were considered.



In Stage 0 the  alternatives were screened for potential impacts to g p p
these elements of the natural, built, community, or regulatory 
environment.  

As a new bridge will be constructed and grades will be changed, it 
is possible that there will be impacts during construction to surface 
water and soils.water and soils.

Air quality should not be affected adversely as traffic will move 
more easily as a result of the project.

The area is already built out as a relatively low density suburban 
neighborhood and the proposed project is anticipated to have 
minimum affect on the land use or other community characteristics.

The conditions defined or designated as environmental justice, 4(f) 
and 6(f) properties, and scenic streams were not present in theand 6(f) properties, and scenic streams were not present in the 
project area at the time that the Stage 0 was completed.



Read slide
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Read Slide
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Read from slide
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Again, thank you for you participation in this Public Meeting. g , y y p p g

The presentation will repeat every 30 minutes

34
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Meetings planned on Jimmie Davis Bridge future
Written by Staff Reports
Aug. 11, 2013 | shreveporttimes.com

DOTD to hold meetings for Jimmie Davis Bridge project

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development will hold two meetings regarding
upgrades to the Jimmie Davis Bridge on Thursday.

The first will be held at 10 a.m. at the Shreveport Chamber of Commerce. The second will be at
6 p.m. at Barksdale Baptist Church, located at 1714 Jimmie Davis Highway.

– From Staff Reports

Attendees will hear a status report on the project and have the option to give comments.
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Local leaders discuss expanding J immie
Davis Bridge

The aging Jimmie Davis Bridge is the focus of community meetings Thursday.
The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) hosted two public meetings on both sides of the
Red River to discuss the economic and environmental impact of an expansion.
According to DOTD, the current bridge has 2, 12 foot, lanes with no safety shoulders.  They're plan involves two lanes in
each direction, plus, adding 4 foot inside shoulders, and 8 foot outside shoulders.
"State funding, federal funding, a lot of this meeting fulfills federal requirement so our state can apply for federal funding
to expand the Jimmie Davis Bridge.  It is a state highway, but there's federal funding that is available from what I
understand," said Senator Barrow Peacock, District 37.
Peacock says there's no time-table yet on the project, but he hopes the meetings push the project forward.  He
believes the bottom line is making it easier, and safer, for increased traffic to cross the river on the south side of town.
The evening meeting is set for Thursday at 6 PM at Barksdale Baptist Church.

Copyright 2013 Nexstar Broadcasting, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or
redistributed.
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BOSSIER CITY, La. -

Widening Jimmie Davis Bridge
up for public discussion
Posted: Aug 07, 2013 6:26 PM CST
Updated: Aug 15, 2013 9:13 AM CST
By Rod White - bio | email

The Jimmie Davis Bridge that has connected Bossier
and Shreveport residents since 1968 is in need of some cosmetic
repairs.

$10.5 million dollars in capital outlay funds from the state have been
secured to refurbish the bridge but for residents that may not be
enough.

Next week, DOTD will conduct a public meeting to determine if a four
lane bridge is needed on the southern end of the twin cities.

Senator Barrow Peacock says what was good for traffic decades ago, isn't enough now.

"We need more capacity on that bridge. It needs to be four lane, it needs to join both the Arthur Ray
Teague Parkway and our Clyde Fant Parkway and the bicycle paths together," Peacock says.

According to the Department of Transportation and Development, the average daily traffic count on LA
511 is close to 28,000 vehicles each day.

"You cross that bridge at 5 o'clock in the evening, traffic is backed up over two miles."

And that has become a problem for Bossier resident Bridgett Brock.

"It depends on If I'm in a hurry and what I got to do, but I have avoided it sometimes when I didn't feel
comfortable."

But when she does, she says it's with fear.

"The fact that it's such a narrow bridge, I have visions of going off the side of it so it's just that scary to
me."

Dr. James Myers with Jimmie Davis Animal Hospital at the foot of the bridge says accidents make using
the bridge almost unbearable at times.

"When traffic is bad it gets backup really fast, if there's a wreck on the bridge, you're probably looking at
a good 30-minute wait just for things to get cleared up."

The meeting with DOTD will be August 15th at the Barksdale Baptist Church on Jimmie Davis highway.

Comments will be accepted for ten days following the public meeting by mail, email, or telephone and
must include commenter's name and address.

Mail:

Red River Bridge at Jimmie Davis Highway EA

P.O. Box 56845

New Orleans, LA 70156
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Email:

comments@redriverbridgeea.com

Phone:

1-877-280-8774



Hundreds turn out for hearing on Jimmie Davis bridge
improvements
Written by Kristi Johnston
Aug. 15, 2013 | shreveporttimes.com

George and Patsy Essary have been crossing the Jimmie Davis bridge for about 40 years and
are ready to see some improvement.

The Bossier City couple moved from across the river in Shreveport about six years ago and use
the bridge as their primary crossing between the two municipalities.

“It’s way past due,” George Essary said. “South Bossier has grown tremendously - schools and
subdivisions are exploding. We’re still driving on an antiquated bridge.”

The Essarys are not the only ones infavor of improving the river crossing. More than 200
concerned residents attended a Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development
public hearing Thursday night to learn about the ongoing project to improve the bridge.

“Everbody wants this bridge,” Sen. Barrow Peacock said. “It is an access to the Century Link
Center, access to health care. Also, safety - we need to light that bridge. No one should be
scared to cross the Jimmie Davis bridge.”

The project is currently in the environmental assessment phase during which four alternatives will
be narrowed to one. That process should be complete by next summer.

There is no funding for acutal construction, but Sen. Barrow Peacock was able to secure $11.5
million in capital outlay which could be used to match federal dollars or improve the existing
bridge if a new one is not constructed.

Three of the proposed alternatives call for two new crossings. One alternative includes
renovations of the existing bridge.

The projects includes two 12-foot travel lanes, with four-foot inside shoulders and eight-foot
outside shoulders. There would also be a shared use trail connecting the bike and running paths
that parallel Arthur Ray Teage and Clyde Fant Parkways.

DOTD is currently accepting public comments on the project. Comments may be emailed to
comments@redriverbridgeea.com or mailed to Red River Bridge at Jimmie Davis Highway EA,
P.O. Box 56845, New Orleans, LA 70156. The deadline for comments is August 25.

mailto:comments@redriverbridgeea.com


SHREVEPORT, La -

Expanding Jimmie Davis Bridge
Posted: Aug 15, 2013 10:22 PM CST
Updated: Aug 22, 2013 10:22 PM CST

Shreveport-Bossier residents came to hear the
Louisiana Department of Transportation's proposal to upgrade the
Jimmie Davis Bridge.

The purpose for the meeting was to present the status of the project and
to solicit comments from the public. Residents were able visit different
stations with the project team, view project area displays, and review
known environmental issues.

The Louisiana Department of Transportation (DOTD) says the existing bridge has two 12 foot lanes with
no safety shoulders. The approach on the west is a 5-lane roadway with four 12-foot lanes, a 14-foot
center lane, and 8-foot shoulders.

The proposed action by the DOTD will involve developing a crossing of the Red River at LA 511 that
provides two 12-foot travel lanes in each direction, preferably with 4-foot inside shoulders and 8-foot
outside shoulders, and a shared use trail that connects the existing trails in Arthur Ray Teague Parkway
and Clyde Fant Parkway.

State Senator Barrow Peacock of District 37 says that upgrading the bridge would be a great idea
because it would reduce the growing traffic problem. Senator Peacock also said there will be a traffic
count on the bridge starting next Tuesday.

If you were unable to attend the meeting and would like to comment about the Louisiana Department of
Transportation's proposal, email all comments to:

comments@redriverbrideea.com or call 1-877-280-8774
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RED RIVER BRIDGE AT JIMMIE DAVIS HIGHWAY, ROUTE LA 511 

STATE PROJECT NO. H.001779; PO NO. 2-30933 

F.A.P. NO. STP-0800(507) 

MEETING NOTES 

Agency Coordination Meeting No. 1 

10:00 AM Thursday, August 15, 2013 

Shreveport Chamber of Commerce 

Attendees: See attached sign-in sheet. 

The purpose of the meeting was to present a status report of the Red River Bridge at Jimmie 
Davis Highway Route LA 511 project to agency representatives (i.e. cooperating agencies, 
participating agencies, regional, state, and local interested parties) and obtain comments.     
 
Robert Schmidt, AECOM opened the meeting with an overview of the proposed project.  He 
announced that a public meeting would be held later in the evening and encouraged everyone 
to attend. 
 
Louis Costa, AECOM introduced the project team and gave a PowerPoint presentation outlining 
project details, issues, and alternatives being considered.  During the presentation, attendees 
asked questions and made comments as follows: 
 

 In the five lane section of the 511 expansion, it is currently difficult to turn into driveways.  
Improvements are needed. 
 

 The traffic count crossing the bridge has increased.  When you improve the bridge or 
build a new bridge, will there be a stoplight at the foot of the bridge? Traffic congestion is 
a concern.  An on ramp should be considered as well as stoplight reprogramming to 
alleviate traffic build up.     
 

 Is there federal money in place to subsidize building the bridge providing that pedestrian 
paths, bicycle paths and handicapped accessibility are maintained (i.e. since these items 
are included in each alternative)?  In addition, it is a concern that pedestrian paths, 
bicycle paths, and handicapped accessibility are sometimes removed from projects in an 
attempt to save money, and then federal dollars are lost.  
 

 What is the timeframe for construction? 
 

 Does each alternative require the removal of the existing bridge?  
 

 Does Alternative 6 have a full interchange like Alternative 5? 
 

 How will you decide on a plan? Will the decision be based on politics or cost?  
 

 Suggestions to improve traffic flow are important and should be considered. 
 

 The pace of the project is a concern.  It should progress expeditiously. 
 



RED RIVER BRIDGE AT JIMMIE DAVIS HIGHWAY, ROUTE LA 511 

STATE PROJECT NO. H.001779; PO NO. 2-30933 

F.A.P. NO. STP-0800(507) 

 Will lights on the bridge be proposed? 
 

 What is the possibility of funding improvements via a bridge toll?  
 

 Could there be a cut off time for the toll after improvement costs are paid?  
 

 Could there be a cap on the toll? 
 

 Is six years the fastest that the project could be completed?  
 

 Could this project be a design build? 
 

 Why are numbers/costs only available for 2008? 
 

Pertinent information provided by Mr. Costa during the meeting was 2008 costs to serve as a 
baseline for proposed improvements.  Research regarding identification of potential impacts to 
endangered species, wetlands, pre-historic remains, and architectural structures (including the 
bridge) was discussed.  In addition, Mr. Costa stated that a noise study would be done.   

Carl Highsmith, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) spoke about funding.  He mentioned 
that if a bridge toll is considered, it should be included as part of the study.  He explained that 
FHWA works with local agencies to locate funding and would do so for this project. 

Attendees were encouraged to submit additional questions and/or comments via email or the 
project telephone line by August 25, 2013. 

Mr. Costa closed the meeting and informed attendees that they could speak directly with 
members of the project team as they reviewed the displays.  
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